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Wheat variety response to          

nitrogen management 
 
It is said that there are only minor differences between 
commercial wheat varieties, in terms of grain protein 
accumulation or grain nitrogen yield (GNY). In recent 
years Spitfire has shown under a certain environment 
achieves a higher GNY that other bread wheat          
varieties.  
 
Based on these perceived differences, a series of N 
management trials were conducted around the area in 
2014 to determine if varieties do vary in their response 
to N nutrition, and to examine the influence of N    
management on N use efficiency. The aim being to 
ensure that if variety differences do exist, that variety 
selection considerations and N management           
strategies are established to maximise yield potential 
and grain quality.  

The trial included two sowing dates; on the first week 
of May and the second, the last week of June, with six 
varieties Dart, EGA Eaglehawk, EGA Gregory,      
Lancer, Spitfire and Suntop in fully replicated. The six 
N treatments applied were 0, 20, 40, 80, 160, and 2 x 
40kg N/ha split application. All applied as Urea.  
 
Sowing time had a significant effect on GY response 
to N application rate. Delayed sowing apart from      
adversely impacting on GY potential, also had an     
adverse effect on grain quality, and screenings in      
particular.  
 
Variety selection was shown to play an important role, 
the main season varieties Suntop,  
 
 

Lancer and EGA Gregory produced good yields over 
both sowing dates.  
 
The shorter season varieties Dart and Spitfire had no 
yield advantage over the main season varieties from a 
later sowing date. 
 
The longer season variety EGA Eaglehawk was        
particularly impacted both in terms of GY and       
screenings with delayed sowing, failing to achieve 
grain receivable screenings standards of <5.0%.     
Suntop also experienced grain screening issue with 
later sowing and increasing rate of N application.  
 
 Key messages 
Lancer appeared to have good grain stability,        
achieving low screenings across both N rates and 
sowing dates and was the variety with the GNY,     
showing good grain yield responses to increasing N 
rates.  
 
Spitfire although lower yielding than Suntop, was due 
to its high grain protein concentrate, still able to 
achieve a comparable GNY.  
 
Whatôs next? 
Varietal responses to N management, will further be 
investigated to help ascertain if variety x environment 
x management guidelines can be put  in place to      
further optimism yield and grain potential in northern 
grain regions.  
 

Welshy’s Weather  
 
The CottonInfo Team's latest climate outlook points to 
an increased chance of extreme heat for cotton areas 
throughout October; and the chance of a light rain 
event in most areas mid-October in an otherwise      
generally drier outlook for the next four week period. 
 
It notes the chance of dry, westerly airflow through 
eastern Australia during the cotton planting window, 
with key moisture supply zones anomalously cool as 
the summer draws closer (troughs with warmer than 
normal anomalies are preferred for rain events). 
 
 
 



 

¶ Identify potential growth areas and malnourished land 

in need of maintenance 

¶ Determine flood zone areas and prevent issues       

arising by spotting location details that would typically 

be missed in a physical inspection  
¶ Precisely plan your crops, harvest and land by using 
our suite of comprehensive measurement tools 

 

Click here to find out more.  

 

CSD Facts on Friday 
 

The Facts on Friday today covers the considerations for 

Dryland cotton which will assist with ensuring a             

successful crop. 

 

For those considering dryland cotton for the first time, it is 

important to realise that there are already many growers 

who successfully incorporate dryland cotton into their long 

term farm rotational program. With access to improving 

varieties containing Bollgard II and Roundup Ready Flex, 

CSDôs Dryland Industry Support Partnership and also the 

availability of Monsantoôs End Point Royalty payment    

option – most of the downsides of cotton have been     

eroded and the upsides have been enhanced. This 

should lead to dryland cotton being incorporated into the 

long term rotational plans of many more growers. 

 

Click here for Facts on Friday. 

 

First aid training to be held           

at Breeza 

Cotton Australia is running a series of first aid training 
sessions to assist growers in the provision of a safe and 
healthy environment for employees and contractors. As 
per the myBMP WHS and human resources module, 
there must be people trained to provide first aid in the 
workplace and records must be kept of all workplace       
incidents. 

 

When: 8.30am - 4.30pm, Thursday 22 October, 2015 
Where: Breeza Hall, Breeza NSW 

 

Drones for pasture management 
 
Australiaôs Pastures from Space programme provides     
estimates of pasture production via satellite; easy enough 
with Australiaôs low cloud cover which doesnôt hinder the 
satellitesô ability to get clear images. Recent developments 
such as electronic pasture meters provide an opportunity 
to think about where drones might fit in and how they can 
help farmers get better information faster and easier. 
 
The drone provides the grower with images which          
indicate, using a normalised difference vegetation index 
(NDVI), the health of the pasture or crop. 
 
 
The imagery identifies the different levels of radiation in 
plants, which show up as forms of stress such as disease, 
lack of moisture or fertiliser. The grower then works with 
their agronomist to find a solution. 
 

HOW MUCH ARE FARMERS PAYING? 
 
Many drone operators will charge around $250-$550 per 
hour for farm work. They fly their drone over your farm, 
and then supply you the video, full colour images and NIR 
data (the data for every square foot of your farm about 
what it needs and when it needs it). Note that this starting 
rate can often increase depending on factors such as:  
 

¶ Travel time 
¶ If an extra operator or observer is required on site to 
carry out the job safely 

¶ How big the farm is 
¶ How many drones will be required to cover the entire 
farm at one go 

¶ Sometimes an Area Approval needs to be submitted 
to CASA and Air Services Australia. If required, this 
will be an additional expense.  

 

Get a birds eye view of  

your land! 

 

 

 
Access current, high-resolution, georeferenced               

PhotoMaps with MapBrowers. 

 

With MapBrowser you can:  

¶ Access a comprehensive timeline of past captures 

to gauge how well your crops performed at different 

times of the year  
 

http://goto.nearmap.com/agriculture/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokuKTKZKXonjHpfsX64ugqXqS3lMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4DS8RhI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgFSrHBMa1n1rgJWRY%3D
http://goto.nearmap.com/agriculture/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokuKTKZKXonjHpfsX64ugqXqS3lMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4DS8RhI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgFSrHBMa1n1rgJWRY%3D
file:///C:/Users/k.slade/Desktop/FOF151009.pdf
http://cottonaustralia.cmail2.com/t/t-l-iighrk-hykkjklll-s/


Local charity Farming for Kids Inc. is holding a Melbourne Cup lunch at the Quirindi Airport. Tickets are $70.00 and are on 
sale from Reilly's Men Wear or by contacting Robina Burns on 0429 474 044.  

The course is presented by Tony Baxter-Tomkins from PARASOL EMT Pty Ltd who will cover HLTAID003 

(provide first aid) and HLTAID001 (CPR). Topics include: 

responding to an emergency situation 

applying appropriate first aid and CPR procedures 

communicating details of an incident 

COST 

For full Cotton Australia levy payers: $40 (Cotton Australia will contribute a $100 subsidy for full Cotton     

Australia levy payers - a total of 20 per CGA per year) 

For non-Cotton Australia levy payers: $140.00 

RSVP 

Registration by Friday 16 October is essential (for catering purposes). Please contact, Paul Sloman.               

Call 0448 094 883 or email PaulS@cotton.org.au 

mailto:PaulS@cotton.org.au
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