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NFS Agõs Automatic WeedIt 

Tractor @ AgQuip  

CSD Cotton Management Tour  
 

On Wednesday CSD held two CMT meetings in our 
area. I was unable to attend the Dryland meeting in 
the morning but had the chance to attend the 
Gunnedah meeting on Wednesday afternoon.  
 
CSD and Syngenta introduced there new ñFast Startò 
program which hopes to drive yield, quality and        
grower profitability by bringing together technologies 
and targeting the most important issues for seedling 
establishment, such as tolerance to heat and drought, 
early season weed and pest control, and seedling     
vigour. Due to the changeover phase the industry is 
currently going through from Bollgard II into Bollgard 
III, the tour took on a much different form this year. 
Rather than the traditional focus on variety trials,      
selection and management, the focus of this yearôs 
tour was to look into the many facets of management 
for high yields as this is what the majority of growers 
are aiming to achieve. 

 

 
CSD noted family groups for growers so they can      
better understand Bollgard 3 trial results when they 
start to be published.  These can be found below: 
 

¶ CSX 802 

Ý 74 family  

Ý 14.08 ba/ha 

Ý 1.24 Length  

Ý 31.0  staple  

Ý 4.6 Mic 
 

¶ CSX 804 

Ý 71 Family 

Ý 13.7 ba/ha 

Ý 1.22 Length  

Ý 29.99 Strength  

Ý 4.4 Mic 
 

¶ CSX 803 

Ý 75 Family  

Ý 13.9 ba/ha 

Ý 1.25 Length 

Ý 31.4 Strength  

Ý 4.5 Mic 
 
CSD also let growers know the three key Bollgard 3 
varieties that will most likely be used in this area.  
 

¶ 714B3F  

¶ 746B3F 

¶ 748B3F 
 
CSD finished up by going through the 8 Golden Rules 
for Dryland Cotton:  
 
1. Use an experienced agronomist. 
2. Know your soil type. 
3. Plant into standing stubble. 
4. Have a plan for weeds. 
5. Plant on a full moisture profile. 
6. Use an appropriate row configuration and        

variety combination. 
7. Establish an even, healthy plant stand. 
8. Get value out of post-harvest tillage operations. 



IrriSAT - weather based irrigation 

scheduling  

 
On Thursday I attended a one day workshop at Moree 
learning how to apply the IrriSAT technology to obtain 
daily crop water use and develop crop productivity maps. 

 
IrriSAT is a low-cost irrigation and benchmarking tool that 
uses remote sensing to provide site-specific crop water 
management information. 
 
Irrigators aim to maximise returns per ML. IrriSAT will 
help irrigators apply the right amount of water at the right 
time, provide benchmarks and examine performance      
drivers to enable continuous improvement in crop       
productivity. 
 
IrriSAT provides daily crop water use (Etc) information 
and a seven day forecast to assist irrigation scheduling 
decisions. 
 
How do I set it up on my farm? 
Very easily! Regional IrriSAT weather stations will provide 
evapotranspiration data. Satellite imagery and               
accompanying software is freely available to download 
and apply IrriSAT methodology to calculate daily crop 
water use. 
 
At the moment weather stations feeding into the irriSAT at 
the current time are based between Moree and Narrabri. I 
am currently working with Jenelle and the team to         
connect some of our local OzForecast weather stations 
so that growers in this area can capitalise on this        
technology.  
 
At this stage we have flagged 5 weather stations in the 
area we can use to pull data from, the next stage in fitting 
these weather stations with ETO sensors. Once this       
process is completed, I hopefully will be running some 
IrriSAT workshops here locally.  
 
To see more about IrriSAT and what it can do for you, 
check out a short video featuring John Hornbuckle here: 
http://tiny.cc/irrisat 
 

GRDC Northern region Bruce 

McClelland Memorial Award  
 
The Bruce McClelland Memorial Award recognises an 
individual or organisation for their commitment to enhance 
the long term sustainability and profitability of the grain 
industry through innovation, technology and development. 
 
Congratulation to UNCGA members Gordon and David 
Brownhill for being award this yearôs winners. The          
Brownhills were presented with the award during an 
AgQuip breakfast hosted by the New South Wales          
Department of Primary Industries and the Grains           
Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) at the 
NSW Farmers stand. 
 
Gordon began no tilling summer crops in 1980 and was 
one of the first famers to plant sunflower into sorghum no 
till country. By the late 1980s he was experimenting with 
no tilling winter crops and this quest led the brothers build 
a machine known commercially as The Groundhound 
planter in 1984 which was used to plant winter crops into 
heavy sorghum stubble. David attended University before 
returning home in 1991. He undertook a Nuffield          
Scholarship in 1997 and has since gone on to hold roles 
with the state, national executive, board chair and         
governance/finance Committee of Nuffield.  
 
David saw the Weedseeker machine in California in 1998 
and the Brownhills imported the first machine in 2001. 
After just one year of sales in Australia, it was estimated 
that the Weedseeker had generated an impressive        
$20-25 million in chemical savings. 
 
The familyôs farming operation has grown significantly 
over the past 25 years, expanding from 1000 hectares in 
the 1990s to its current size of over 6500ha of dryland 
and irrigation farming.  
 
Congratulations again to the Merrilong team.  
 
 

New Northern NSW GRDC Panel  
 
The new panelists include: Tony Hamilton, a grower 
from Forbes, Andrew McFadyen an agronomy consultant 
from Coolah, Arthur Gearon, a grower from Chinchilla, 
and former Southern Panel Members John Minogue from 
Barmedman and Neil Fettell from Condobolin have been 
appointed to the Northern Panel. 
 
The newly appointed panellists join returning panellists 
including Loretta Serafin, Jules Dixon, crop consultant on 
the Liverpool Plains, Penny Heuston, Jack Williamson, 
agronomist and grower, Goondiwindi and Brondwen      
MacLean, GRDC executive manager research programs. 
 
The GRDC northern regional panel is designed to be the 
conduit of information and insights between the           
grass-roots industry and the GRDC, so I encourage all 
growers and consultants to make themselves known to 
their local panel members. 
 

Northern Grains Regions RD&E 

funding  
 
The Northern Panel is looking to engage with you in a 
discussion about the further development of the Northern 
Grains Regions RD&E funding and priority research issue 
gaps moving forward. 
 
 

http://tiny.cc/irrisat


From the 1st of September 2015 the GRDC is moving to 
a new investment process that looks at research priorities 
within a matrix of three delivery times to growers (1-3,      
3-8, 8+ years), and within specific ñInvestment areasò for 
each of these timeframes. 
 
In terms of their matrix, 1 to 3 years will look at validation, 
extension, communications and capacity building. 3 to 8 
research priorities are generally addressed by research 
and development at a regional, and sometimes national, 
scale. Covering agronomy, soils, nutrition, pests, and     
pathology, weeds and farming systems. With 8 years plus 
concentrating on pre breeding, breeding, new tools and 
new chemistry.  
 
The Northern Panel will be using our input to help shape 
the future direction of grains research and development in 
the Northern Region. They are looking for feedback from 
our group about research priorities and knowledge gaps.  
 
Please let your advisor or myself know if you would like to 
table any research ideas. 
 

CliMate - Stored soil moisture 

and soil nitrate status  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Note: values do not contain data from current 
rain event to 9am, 24 August 2015. 

 

 

 

 

Welshyõs Weather  

Multi -week Rainfall and           

Temperature guidance summary         

(24 August, 2015)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Each fortnight, CottonInfo issues a Moisture Manager      
e-newsletter - bringing you the latest weather forecasts 
and predictions from the leading weather models.  
 
You can sign up for the newsletter here. 
 

http://www.cottoninfo.com.au/subscribe/
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