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COTTON GROWERS

Some average falls around the region on Thurs-
day with a range from 4mm to around 30mm
down towards Spring Ridge, we received
around 15 mm here near Gunnedah. With the
weather heating up next week, | am sure many
of you will have planting on the mind.

If you are conducting an on farm trial, either
currently or for the upcoming summer crop,
could you please let me know. | know there is a
lot of work being done on farm and if you are
willing to share, this may be of great benefit for
the group.

Attention UNCGA Members

Do you wish to continue to receive this
newsletter each week?

Membership for UNCGA is currently being re-
viewed. Members who have renewed member-
ship (paid your membership fee!) will continue
to receive newsletters. If you have not paid
your membership fee, from October onwards
you will unfortunately miss out!

If you haven't renewed membership, please do
so ASAP. Any questions please direct them to
Julie Glover at weetaliba@bigpond.com or al-
ternatively speak to me.

If you know someone new to cotton, getting
back in the game or someone who would like to
become an associate member, please let me
know!
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Cotton Industry List
| am also reviewing the current Industry list. If
you are not receiving industry correspondence
i.e Spotlight magazines, Cotton Production
Manuals, Pests & Beneficial Guides, Cotton
Symptoms etc etc and you would like to, please
let me know and | can update the list.

Dryland cotton as a long term rotational
option

With summer crop planting on the horizon and
a few new growers this season, | thought it only
timely to discuss dryland cotton.

The most recent CSD Facts on Friday was fo-
cused on the consideration of growing dryland
cotton. A few points today (you can find the
complete publication on the CSD website).

Why dryland cotton?

Dryland cotton is a great long term rotational
option. Many growers, when considering dry-
land, look to the current price rather than the
longer term view.

Over time, cotton has proven to surpass other
rotation options if costs are kept in check and
reasonable yields and quality is achieved.

Although there have been marked improve-
ments in dryland cotton production system,
many reservations remainT mainly dryness of
soil profile. It should be noted that soil moisture
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8 YEAR AVERAGE Cotton Sorghum

is the limiting resource for all dryland farmers

inclement weather hinders harvests, therefore

regardless of what crop is grown. The profitabil- season length can be managed using tighter

ity of a crop is dependant on its ability to turn
soil moisture into yield and returns.
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The below table is a commercial example of ac-
tual yields from a dryland growerT between
Goondiwindi and Moree. Cotton was double
skip, sorghum solid (1m).
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Figure 1: Average sorghum/cotton analysis (8
year).
Source: CSD Facts on Friday, Sept 12th 2014.

Would love to hear from anyone who has some
local comparisons...

Comparison of planting and picking price over
time

For many growers the price of cotton is the de-
termining factor when deciding to plant or not.
It is important to remember the Australian cot-
ton production has very little influence on the
international price of cotton. Prices can fluctu-
ate throughout the season as international
forces and the Aussie dollar continue to shift.

Planting date

In dryland situations the planting date largely
depends on rain. In terms of row configura-
tionsT CSD rule of thumb suggests wider row
configuration can be used if planting earlier to
extend the soil moisture bucket available, espe-
cially around flowering. Late season planting
can have an issue with reaching maturity before

Figure 2: Yield potential for dryland cotton
growing districts and planting date.
Source: CSD Facts on Friday, Sept 12th 2014

The figure above shows the yield potential for

each district. As you can see the Upper Namoi

peaks at 100% vyielding potential at 30th of Oc-
tober with 90% or above from after 30th Sep-

tember until mid November.
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Figure 3: Relationship between season length

and yield in dryland cotton (CSD Dryland Variety

Trials 2005-2013).
Source: CSD Facts on Friday, Sept 12th 2014
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Figure 4: Relationship between dryland cotton
row configuration and the length of the flower-
ing period.

Source: CSD Facts on Friday, Sept 12th 2014

The above figures shows the day degree differ-
ence in cut out for single and double skip was
200 and a 340 day degree difference between
super single and solid planting in the CSD Dry-
land trials.

Reference list; CSD Facts on Friday (2014). Re-
trieved from; http://csd.net.au/

Network Corner

Bulk Poultry manure available ex Somerton/
Tamworth, large volumes available on farm or
ex chook sheds. Call Julian White for details and
price on 0417 138 015.

Thank you to

Dates for the diary

Topics on the day include:

* Crown rot — breeding and management
* Increasing crop competitionin cereals

* 100 years of wheat varieties

* Diseases in chickpeas

* New durum lines

* Pulse Agronomy "
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Annual Cropping Systems Open Day
Tuesday 30t September
8.30 - 1.00 pm with lunch provided

RSVP by 29" Septemberto: Liz Tyddon 02 6763 1454 or liz.tydd@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Department of Grains Research &
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Breeza Spring Field Walk
and
Summer Cropping Technical Update
Dow Field Station
Wednesday 1st of October
9:30 amt 12:30 pm

For more information please contact Jon
Daddt 0427 460 290.

Seasonal forecasting outlook webinar
for 2014-15 summer crop.

Friday 3rd October
12pm
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cal Specialist Jon Welsh
Limited participation
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RACE DAY
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Local charity Farming For Kids Inc is
holding a Melbourne Cup lunch at the
Quirindi Airport Hangar

(‘;7‘07 a delicious lunch by the fabulous

Hunted Gourmet team.

] he wildly entertaining virual farm
auction game fthat will have everyone on the edge
of their seats. Bid against the rest to win a piece of
‘land’ whose yield could be far greater than you
imagined.

the Melbourne Cup projected live and
enter the sweeps.

D'tes s up for a fabulous day out and a chance
to win our Fashions in the Field.

W $70pp or Table of 8 $540.

Tickets are available for purchase from Shoppe Two
Ten or call/text 0429 474 044. They are on sale until
October 26. Bus fransport will be available.

Farming for Kids is an organisation run by volunfeer
famers in the Liverpool Plains to help underprivileged
children lead a better life. For more information visit
Facebook/Farming For Kids Inc.

FARMING

Remember if you haven't renewed your UNCGA
membership please get onto that as soon as possi-
ble!

Have a wonderful weekend. Go The Swannies & The
Wallabies!!!!

Sarah

Below are the soil temperature real time readings
as captured from the CSD website this afternoon.
This gives you a snap shot of what the soil temp is
doing.
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Disclaimer: By using this information provided by Cotton Seed Distributors you aceept all risks and responsibilities associated with any losses, damages, costs or other related

consequences. Please remember that the data is only & guide to soil temperature trends in your region. You should monitor your own fields prior to planting.
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These readings are available here: http://csd.net.au/soil temperatures



http://csd.net.au/soil_temperatures

