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Lead poisoning in livestock  
 
A timely reminder to the group on the serious-
ness of lead poisoning on farm this week. Jim 
Mitchell (RPC) has unfortunately lost 7 head 
recently from lead poisoning via an old battery 
uncovered in the paddock. The rest of the mob 
have been blood tested yesterday. Each beast 
that return positive results will be forced into 
quarantine on farm for a period of 12 months. 
A complete headache for Jim considering these 
cattle are under contract.  
 
A bit of information on lead poisoning as  
released by the DPI.  
 
¶ Old lead acid batteries are the most com-

mon cause of lead poisoning in livestock. 
Battery cases become brittle over time 
and are easily broken by inquisitive cattle.  

¶ The lead and lead salts that they contain 
are easily accessed by stock.  

¶ Lead and other heavy materials tend to 
lodge in the reticulum (fore-stomach ) of 
ruminant animals. This becomes a reser-
voir from which lead can continue to be 
absorbed into the bodies of stock.  

¶ Other causes of lead poisoning for stock 
include: licking and eating lead based 
paint, buildings or other painted materi-
als, eating linoleum, drinking sump oil, 
eating ashes left after burning old painted 
materials.  

 
Case studyτone broken tractor battery was 
reported to have fatally poisoned 28 cattle over 
several weeks, though a small number of sick 

cattle recovered. Another 200 cattle in the 
same paddock were unaffected.  
 
¶ Lead poisoning risk can increase during 

droughtτstock can be suffering trace ele-
ment or mineral deficiencies. Hungry 
ǎǘƻŎƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Ψƴƻ-ƎƻΩ ŀǊπ
eas looking for residual feed.  

 
Symptoms  
 
¶ Affected animals show signs of central 

nervous system damage.  
¶ They generally cease grazing and appear 

dull and unresponsive. 
¶ They are often blind and may walk aim-

lessly. 
¶ Muscle twitches that are obvious around 

the face, ears and eyelids.  
¶ tŀǊŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘŀǊ-

ƎŀȊƛƴƎΩΦ  
 
Immediate veterinary advice should be sought 
for any livestock showing nervous signs.  
 
Prevention  
¶ Batteries powering electric fences and 

other farm equipment need to be secured 
from stock.  

¶ Remove old batteries from farm.  
¶ Check for hazards before putting stock 

into paddock!  
¶ LŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΣ ŦŜƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΦ  
 
Referenceτ.ȅǊƴŜΣ 5 ϧ DƛƭƭΣ tΦ όнлммύ Ω[ŜŀŘ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΩΦ b{² 
Department of Primary Industries.  
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Trip to Wee Waa  
 

On Tuesday a few growers piled in three cars 
and headed up to Wee Waa to visit Paul & Matt 
Swansbra as well as CSD.  
 
The aim of the trip was to expose local growers 
to innovative ideas happening in other cotton 
growing areas.  
 
Rather than giving a run down of the day my-
self, I have asked the growers who attended to 
do it instead. 
 
A quote from Crocket (via Ian Carter) to kick it 
ƻŦŦΦΦΦΦ άLΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ƎǊƻǿŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ [h¢{ ƻŦ ƎŜŀǊέ 
 
Thoughts from Ian;  
¶ Paul Swansbra quote in regards to replac-

ing basket pickers with round balers 
άǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎέ  

¶ I was impressed with the old technology 
root cutter that the Swansbras swear by. 
Even though they had a hydraulic root 
cutter to try they didn't use it and finished 
root cutting the day after they finished 
picking.  

¶ The quality of seed and testing from CSD 
is obvious now that we have seen their 
facilities and shows up the problems that 
we have had with sorghum seed in the 
last few years is probably due to lack of 
testing and investment from our sorghum 
seed suppliers.  

 
Thoughts from Dave Brownhill 
What was your take on the Swansbras farming 
practices?  
¶ Been there before. Always astonished at 

the amount of equipment!!  
¶ Innovative growers who are pushing the 

boundaries with 30 inch.  
¶ High input system, with 250kg N up front 

and another 100 in cropτI guess it works 
for them.  

 
What did you learn from the visits?  
¶ I think 30 inch has a place in our system, 

both dryland and irrigated. This would fit 
our system better as we have three plant-
ers all on 30 inch. We have to modify one 
each year to plant cotton, which does not 
take long, but it is only oneτtherefore 
takes longer to plant. On 30 inch we could 
use all three.  

¶ I guess once you see someone else doing 
it, it says it can be done.  

¶ I would hope we may get some maturity 
difference with 30 inch.  

¶ Their pix strategy is little hits often, but it 
was less with 30 inch.  

¶ Row spacing has an effect on their farm. 
But they did say that 60 inch will yield just 
as well in a dry year.  

¶ I wonder if 30 inch single skip may be the 
go on dryland????  

¶ CSD visit was interesting.  
¶ Always good to understand what others 

in the industry are doing and the issues 
they face.  

 
Did the day challenge your thinking? 
¶ Yes, but we need to try it ourselves. We 

would stick with Pro 16 heads and only 
use 6 picking heads, as our planters are 12 
row or 24 row.  

 
Any on farm adjustments in mind after the day?  
¶ Platform walkways on right hand side of 

picker  
¶ Chain system to wind out heads  
¶ Wider single wheels may work for con-

trolled traffic but I would be concerned 
about a wet pick. Our soil is soft and we 
see it each year with horsepower loss in 
soft going compared to Moree.  

¶ Fire hose and petrol motor on picker. 
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¶ A good idea, plumbed into existing water 
tank. Only issue would be if you had 
nearly used all your water when you had 
a fire.  

¶ Large wide press wheel on cotton planter, 
ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 
wŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άƪƛƴȊŜ ŎǊŀŎƪΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
traditional press wheels the Texas Bum 
Squeezers!!  

 
Thoughts from Rob Davies  
Take aways  
¶ Do what works best for your system.  
¶ LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ 

their 3m 12m configuration.  
¶ ¢Ƙǳǎ олέ Ǌƻǿǎ Ŧƛǘ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ Ƴŀπ

chinery specifically pickers to suit this sys-
tem.  

¶ They have been seeing increased yield 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜŘ олέΦ  

¶ It was simple for me to clarify my position 
in terms of do what fits and adapt to 
make things work.  

¶ CSDτinteresting operation, commercially 
well run and looking for constant feed-
back from growers.  

 
Again, thanks Rob, Ian and Dave for your in-
sight. 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǿŀƴǎōǊŀΩǎΣ /{5Σ 
Geoff Hunter and Carol Sanson for their input 
into the day.  

Network Corner  
JD Maxemerge planter for sale  
aƻŘŜƭ мтслb¢Σ мн Ǌƻǿ ƻƴ олέ ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎΦ с · 9ȄŎŜƭ 
EI853 fertiliser rows with cold flow bottles (no 
controller). Simplicity air kit to planter rows. JD 
GSIII 2630 monitor with Seedstar II and tractor 
wiring harness. Sunflower and sorghum plates. 
Good condition. (Photo on next page).  
 
Please contact James Arnottτ67 475768 or 
0427 475 768 
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More photos from Tuesday on the following page. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Sarah.  

Sustainable Management of Insect Pests in 
Grain Crops  

17th of September  
8:30am �v 3:00pm 

Gunnedah Services and Bowling Club 
 

Topics include: 
¶ Implementing an integrated approach to 

insect management and decision making.  
¶ Monitoring and economic thresholds 
¶ Integrated pest management tools 
¶ Pest ecology and management strategies 
 
Cost is $50. To register online click below;  
 

Online registration   

Northern Durum Industry Advisory (NDIR) 
Meeting  

12th September 8:45am�v 4:30pm  
Moree Golf Club  

 
Agenda includes;  

 
¶ Agronomy update 
¶ Comments from seed companies 
¶ 2014 outlook and 2015 implications  
¶ Field visit to DBA trial site  
 
Morning tea and lunch provided.  
 
Please RSVP to Gururaj Kadkol by 10th of Septem-
ber on 67633 1232 or  
gururaj.kadkol@dpi.nsw.gov.au  

2014 SPAA Precision Agriculture Expo 
Friday 12th September  

9am  
Quirindi Royal Theatre  

 
This expo is aimed at farmers and consultants in-
terested in hearing about the uses of PA in winter 
and summer crops in dryland and irrigated produc-
tion systems.  
 
AgVance members Rod Grant, Ian Carter and Angus 
Duddy will form a panel discussing the application 
of various PA technologies to their own enter-
prises.  
 
No cost for the day, however RSVP is appreciated 
for catering purposes. Email info@spaa.com.au  
 

UNCGA Charity Bowls Day & AGM 
Thursday 11th September 10am  

Gunnedah Services and Bowling Club  
 

$35 per person  
RSVP by 3rd September  

Single or team bookings (team of 4) 
Contact Julie Glover  

weetaliba@bigpond.com 

PBI Narrabri Field Day  
Wednesday 10th September 

9am�v 5pm  
IA Watson Grain Research Centre 

 
Featuring presentation on;  
Crown rot and water use efficiency/heat toler-
ance  
 
As well as Faba Bean and Field Pea breeding 
displays, grain quality research and soil biology 
work.  
 
Morning tea, lunch and closing drinks provided  
 
RSVP 1st of September  
E: pbi.narrabri@sydney.edu.au 


